describe cleft lip surgery performed on a 15-year-old patient treated in a developing country, because cleft lip repair is primary surgery. Indeed, primary surgery contrasts with secondary surgery, which deals with sequelae on an already closed region. Thus, primary cheiloplasty describes the repair of cleft lip, primary veloplasty describes the repair of the soft palate, primary uranoplasty describes the repair of the hard palate, and primary alveoloplasty is the repair of an alveolar cleft. By contrast, we propose that the term ''secondary cheilorhinoplasty'' should be reserved to describe revisions of cleft lip-nose sequelae (for aesthetic and/or functional purposes), and the term ''secondary repair of the soft palate'' should be used to describe soft palate surgery for velopharyngeal insufficiency.
We therefore propose the following classification for the management of an alveolar cleft. These guidelines can be applied irrespective of the technique used for the repair (e.g., gingivoperiosteoplasty, periosteoplasty as Skoog described it in 1965, Muir flap) and the use of bone grafts or biomaterials.
The term ''primary alveoloplasty'' should be used for the initial surgical repair of an alveolar cleft, irrespective of the timing of the procedure. This may include the following: -Initial primary alveoloplasty for procedures performed at the same time of lip or palate closure (children younger than 18 months) -Early primary alveoloplasty for procedures performed in children with deciduous dentition (younger than 6 years) -Intermediate primary alveoloplasty for procedures performed in children with mixed dentition (7 to 12 years old) -Late primary alveoloplasty for procedures performed in adolescents or adults with permanent dentition (older than 13 years).
The term ''secondary alveoloplasty'' should be used for the secondary surgical repair of an alveolar cleft that has already been closed, irrespective of the timing of the procedure. This may include the following: -Alveoloplasty to repair dehiscence of a previous primary alveoloplasty -Alveoloplasty done following primary alveoloplasty done in conjunction with closure of a labial sulcus fistula -Alveoloplasty following primary alveoloplasty to prepare the alveolar cleft for bone graft
